Plaster Casting

From a Clay Form




Casting History

D" It is evident through artifacts found that casting from a
mold has been a widely used process of creating

functional or aesthetic forms for thousands of years
BC.

D" Examples:

" Qin Dynasty BS1Emperor of China b Terracotta
Warriors, etc.

' Egyptian mask type form,
Q\y, Fan Bearesbout 1360 B.C.
Plaster on limestone with polychrome

-http://www.worcesterart.org/Collection/Ancient/
1949.42.html



Hydrocal Plaster

D" Hydrocalis the name of a gypsum cement that can be
used for the same applications as plaster of Paris and
Industrial plaster. The product comes in several grades,
the most common of which kyydrocalWhite, used
for projects in theirtsranging from fine art sculptures
to crafts for children.

Read more:



Hydrocal Plaster Casting

D" The casting of an object is produced by mikdydyocal(a
powder similar to plaster of Paris) with water, pouring the

slurry into a mold, letting the slurry harden and removing
the finished casting from the mold.

D" For the mold process you can purchase plaster molds or
create your own.

D" We will create our own mold of a clay mask, then you may
cast it with plaster or clay slip.



Mask

D" A mask is defined as a covering for your face with

Dll

eyeholes usually carved out for function.

Masks have been worn for ceremonial and practical
purposes and can be functional, recreational, and or
decorative. Most masks are intended to be worn on the
face, however not all are designed that way. One
example is a mask that is designed to wear on fingers
for storytelling purposes.

' Examples of masks can be found in almost any culture

and time period.



Mask Project Requirements

D" Create a clay mask form

Size 4-7 to 5x8

' Create a unigue and detailed mask with textural
designs.

D" Cast the wet clay mask into hydrocal plaster.
" Brush PF Soap on the clay form and any mold used.

' Mix plaster to proper consistency b DO NOT WASH
PLASTER DOWN THE DRAIN!

' Pour into mold with mask inside. D let sit overnight

D" Pull the clay mask out of the plaster casting.  Original
clay mask will most likely be destroyed.



Casting of Plaster Mask

D" Create a final Mask project with clay or plaster.

IF CREATING A PLASTER MASK

D" Using your plaster mold you created D coat the entire
iInside with PF Soap with a brush.

D" Mix plaster to right consistency
D" Pour wet plaster into the mold D let set.
IF CREATING A CLAY MASK

D" Follow directions stated for slip casting



Finishing
O Useacrylic paint to paint final mask.

D" You may add other materials to the piece after it
has been created to give it a unigue touch, such
as yarn, feathers, beads, jewels, wire, etc. (some
you may have to purchase on your own)

D" Plan ahead! If you want to hang something off
of the face D (clay)E holes may need to be
punched in before it has been fired.

D" You may want to create the mask in a way that it
can be hung on the wall once completed, if so
keep in mind how to hang it and how it will
balance on the wall.

*Your grade for the project will reflect meeting the
requirements, being creative, craftsmanship, and
time / effort you put into your piece.



